“Economics deals with society's fundamental problems; it concerns everyone and belongs to all. It is the main and proper study of every citizen.” Ludwig von Mises
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COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES
Economics can be defined as the study of exchange given certain institutional arrangements or it can be viewed as the study of human action—people making choices. This course will teach you about economic reasoning and how the social science of economics applies to the real world and to your daily life. This is NOT a course in business, personal finance, or investing.

My goal is to teach you how economic analysis can be used to evaluate actions taken by individuals and the government.  This one-semester class will primarily focus on microeconomic topics, but there will be some macroeconomic topics that will be covered as well. 
I will teach this class as a college preparatory class.* Topics to be discussed include fundamental concepts of economics such as scarcity and opportunity cost; marginal analysis; the benefits of voluntary trade and the effects of trade restrictions; the role of prices in allocating goods and services; applications of supply and demand to various public policy issues and market organizations (both legal and illegal); characteristics of capitalism and socialism; public goods and externalities; market structures/antitrust; overview of the Federal Reserve and banking system.
My method is to teach this class from a philosophical and practical point of view.  I will not focus on the mathematics of economics.  I want you to have an intuitive understanding rather than a mechanical understanding. The goal by the end of the semester is to get you to analyze personal situations, listen to the news, discuss politics, and argue with your friends and family using the “economic way of thinking.”

I will assign numerous short readings on various policy topics.
I EXPECT YOU TO READ ANY ARTICLES I ASSIGN FOR HOMEWORK SO THAT WHEN WE HAVE A CLASS DISCUSSION AND I CALL ON YOU, YOU CAN ANSWER MY QUESTIONS IN AN INTELLIGENT MANNER. SHYNESS, ONE WORD ANSWERS, OR “I DIDN’T UNDERSTAND THE READING” WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. IF YOU COME TO CLASS, BE READY TO PARTICIPATE!
The goal of these readings is to make you think critically and to look at issues from an alternative perspective.** In addition, you will watch numerous John Stossel (Fox Business Channel) videos and video clips which will serve as a complement to your reading and lecture notes. Finally, I will occasionally conduct economics experiments/simulations in class.*
I understand that students have different learning styles. Some learn by reading (verbal), others by listening (auditory), and still others primarily by seeing what is being explained (visual). I do my best to address all styles of learning. In general, my classes will typically consist of a “lecture” portion (of course you can ask questions at any time), a video portion (where you can actually see “real-life” examples of what we are talking about), group activities and problem-solving, and class discussions on selected assigned readings.

LATE WORK
NOT ACCEPTED! IF YOU DO NOT HAVE YOUR WORK THE MOMENT THAT I ASK FOR IT, THEN THE ASSIGNMENT IS LATE (EVEN IF IT IS IN YOUR LOCKER OR IN ANOTHER CLASSROOM). SO, MY ADVICE IS TO MAKE SURE YOU HAVE YOUR ASSIGNMENT BEFORE YOU WALK INTO MY CLASSROOM—IT IS BETTER TO TAKE A TARDY THAN TO NOT TURN IN YOUR WORK, BUT AS WITH ALL DECISIONS, IT IS UP TO YOU TO MEASURE THE BENEFITS AND COSTS OF YOUR ACTIONS. 

*Excuses such as a computer "crash", “my dad took my laptop with him on his business trip,” a broken printer, getting home late from a game, theater  or work, forgetting homework in your locker or another classroom, and other excuses will NOT be accepted. Your assignment will be considered late (and receive a 0). The only possible exceptions could be something that is medically related or a family EMERGENCY; nevertheless, I reserve the right to make the final judgment. 

Even if your mom or dad brings your homework to school that same day or even if they fax it to the school, it will still be considered late. Bottom line: if you do not have your assignment THE VERY MOMENT I ask for it, you get a 0.
REMEMBER: if you VOLUNTARILY play sports or are involved in any other extracurricular activity, you need to be responsible enough to keep up with your academic studies. My philosophy is that your academic responsibilities come first.
If you do not have a computer, you can go to Kinko's or you can use the VCHS library computers.
MAKE-UP WORK POLICY
1. It is YOUR responsibility to find out what work you missed and when it is due. The first thing you should do when you return is to get this information.

2. If you leave early or come in late, you will still be responsible for that day's assignment. I advise you to call someone in class if you are not in class the entire period.

3. You will have the same number of days to make up work assigned on the days you were absent due to an EXCUSED absence UNLESS it was an assignment previously given. In those instances, give me any work that you owe me THE DAY YOU RETURN TO SCHOOL---NOT THE NEXT CLASS PERIOD YOU HAVE ME!! Let me be very clear: typically I assign homework assignments a week or more in advance, so if you get sick the night before an assignment is due then you will still get a zero. The point is that if you take a chance by waiting until the last minute to do your homework, it can cost you. Of course, if I assign something on a particular day that is due the very next class period and you are absent that day, I will give you an extra day to turn in the work so that you will not be penalized in relation to your classmates. BUT if you miss my class and return to campus that same day and you forget to see me, then you will not have an extension! Bottom line: if you miss my class but then return to campus later that day, see me for any homework assignments before you leave. If you have to leave campus before my class period, you had better stop by and see if there are any assignments due by the next class. So, if you are on campus at any time on a day I assign homework, you will be held to the same deadline as your classmates. 
4. AGAIN---if homework is due the day you are absent (due to an excused absence), then you must turn it in the day you return to school even if you do not have my class scheduled that day.
5. If you miss a test or quiz, it needs to be made up AFTER SCHOOL (NOT LUNCH) ON THE DAY YOU RETURN TO SCHOOL---NOT THE NEXT SCHEDULED CLASS DAY YOU HAVE ME. Extracurricular practices (sports, cheerleading, dance, theater, music) are not excuses to miss a make-up quiz or test. Only a parental note regarding an emergency situation or a doctor's appointment will be accepted as an excuse but for only ONE additional day only. After this, a 0 will be given on the quiz or test. 
5. If you forget to make up a test/quiz on the day you return to school or if you were absent and did not find out about a test or quiz given that day, you will receive a ZERO.
**REMEMBER: THE DAY THAT YOU DO NOT HAVE ME (LET'S SAY FRIDAY) IS NOT A FREE DAY! IF YOU ARE ON CAMPUS FOR EVEN ONE PERIOD THAT "OFF" DAY (FRIDAY), YOU HAD BETTER SUBMIT ANY ASSIGNMENTS, ACADEMIC OR DISCIPLINARY, TO ME OR TO THE OFFICE. IF YOU DO NOT, THE ASSIGNMENT WILL BE CONSIDERED LATE AND WILL RECEIVE A ZERO (OR ADDITIONAL PENALTY WILL BE IMPOSED IN CASE OF DISCIPLINARY WORK).
AGAIN, IF FOR EXAMPLE, A TEST OR QUIZ IS GIVEN ON A THURSDAY, YOU HAVE TO MAKE UP THE ASSIGNMENT ON FRIDAY OR THAT QUIZ/TEST WILL RECEIVE A ZERO (UNLESS YOU RETURN TO SCHOOL THAT SAME DAY IN WHICH CASE YOU MUST TAKE THE QUIZ OR TEST AFTER SCHOOL THAT DAY). BOTTOM LINE: YOU MUST MAKE UP TESTS/QUIZZES THE VERY NEXT CALENDAR DAY YOU RETURN TO SCHOOL (OR SAME DAY IF YOU COME BACK TO CAMPUS THAT SAME DAY).

GRADING SCALE

See Daily Planner*  

I do not weight my grades. I simply give everything a point total and your grade will be based on the number of points you earn out of the total points possible.

Final will be comprehensive and will count for 20% of semester grade (ALL STUDENTS WILL TAKE MY FINAL*)
The majority of your grade will be based on quizzes and exams. However, homework and in-class assignments will have an impact on your grade.

REDEMPTION POLICY

At the end of the semester, I will allow you to choose ONE exam, TWO QUIZZES, and TWO homework assignments to replace with a new grade. In order “to redeem yourself” you will have to re-take that exam or quiz (quizzes) and I will replace your old score with the new score. For homework, I will simply give you a new assignment(s) to complete and if you do, I will replace your zero with the maximum points for that original homework assignment. 

